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AT a Meeting of the Managers of ** The Boston Fenjale Azylum,” 
held on the evening of the 26th Sept. 1806, it was voted, that the thanks. | 
of this Society be addrexed to the Rev. Dr. BaLDwix, for the Discourse:. 
delivered by him before the Members of the Institution, on jts Sixth An-7 3 
. niversary ; and that Mrs. STILLMAN and Mrs. WHITWELL, be a 
mittee to wait on him, with the request of a copy, for the rem. 


us 


By Order, 
E. FROTHINGHAM, Bec'y. 3 
| jp 


T0 THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE nOgToN PENALE ASYLUM: 
LADIES, | | 


IF the publication of the Discourse, (delivered def re your 80 v 

ciety yesterday, will conduce to the pleasure| of those who heard it, or” 
| tend, in the smallest degree, to promote the benevolent design of the insti-. : 
; tation, I $sball t cheerfully submit the copy to your dispozal. And: : 


| 6ubscribe, with sentiments of respect, your humble $ervant, : 
| THE AUTHOR. 


Inn 


_ 
» 


Boston, Sept. 21, 1906, 
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pursuit, you will find it to be happiness. | / 


_nently qualify him for the — felatior 
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JEREMIAH, XLIX, Ti 


LEAVE THY FATHERLESS CHILDREN, I Wt 
THEM ALIVE. 


THE life of man exhibits a scehe, inf 
ly diversified. It is made up of Joys, and « 


However variant the opinions o men - , 


pecting s0me. Subjects, there are a few | 
in which they are all agreed, To be, and to Be 


Ti= 
TL 


happy, is the universal wish of all. 


Men indeed $et out in life with very | 

ent prospects, and travel in different directiory 2 
but if you investigate the object of their e 

I 


The God of nature, at firs? formed martin 
his own lovely image : And notwithstanding ki 
beauty is greatly obliterated by the fall, he gill 
possesses those tender sympathies which e 
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In this social state, "individual happiness 
Stands connected” with a thousarid surrounding 
objects. * And a n who 1s not a stfranger to 
the finest'and best feelings of the human Heart, 
will never think himself blest, but in proportion 
to the exertions he makes for the happiness 
of others. 


This sentiment is forcibly expressed by 
St. Paul, when urging the duty of benevolence 
upon the Elders f Ephesus. © I haye shewed 
you (saith-he) all things, how that so labouring 
ye ought to support the weak ; and to remem- 
ber the-words. of the Lord Jesus, how he. Said, 
It is more blessed to give than to receive.” The 
poor and needy certainly consider themselyes 
blest, when but a few of their pressing wants 
are relieved ; but how doubly blest is he, who 
enjoys the Satisfaction of administering this re- 
hef. There is a kind of dignified blessedness 
in giving, which the depressed circumstances of 
the receiver preclude him from enjoying. "But 
if both the giver, andthe receiver of favours are 
bleszed, it Serves to remove'the darkness which 
Seemed 10 involve those trying dispensations of 
Divine Providence, respecting the poop and ne- 
cessitous. 


- 1 Whatever happiness is contem olated i in Te» 
tirement arid ine ie is evident, 0m a large 
Proportion of our pleasures, as well as our pains, 
arise- from our 'Social - connections. - Hence it 
can never be supposed, that the cloistered Monk, 


can feel that generous pity which FP" 
the tender heart of the philanthropi 


the ee: of ruin, and haye placed 
rendered 2 more 2 Service 


| than all the wild reverics produced by 
lime speculations. 


- or more impressive claim than the O 
| im many other instances, the recolle 
_ dolence, extravagance, ,or vice, shou 
' the $tream of charity towards some, unwo 


_ have no influence, ; 2 


Hr vx Said with respect to these little. 


_ as, the particular cause of their. pre 


Sight of human/-wo ! Much less can hepa 
in those elevated pleasures which —__ 
while contriving schemes to alleviate distre £ 
and cheer the heart of despondency, No; It 
him boast of his abstinance/;- of his; mortifica- 
tions ; of his abstractedness from the world ; o 
wh caig gookey's contemplations, and se IE 

To have snatched a single orphan frgm 


oo 


Among the various obj ects W hich exc 3 
commisseration, and call into exercis > ter 
derest feelings of the heart, none ha; 


object ; in the case of the Orphan, these 7 


Whar our blessed Lord said with reap 
to the man that was born blind, may in Py 


fe reErs.. 


either they, nor their parents, 4. Y” 


tion: But that the goodness. of G 
manifested, in preserving them alive. Ns 


| text, we 8hall 
j cial interpositions of Divine Providence in be- 
" half of fatherless children. 
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of theirs: Probably no fault 'of their parents ; 
but by the ordinary course of events which take 
place under the moral government of an all-per- 
fect- , whose ways are judgment and truth ; 
they are left Fatherless, and Orphans. 


Though deprived of their earthly parents, 
our heavenly Father has not left them without 
Some special tokens of® his paternal care. For 
in him the fatherless findeth mercy. Exposed 

as they are to innumerable dangers, yet '< 
prioiradlh them alive. 


In MENG a further illustration of the 
riefly consider some of the spe- 


In that code, which Moses established for 
the government of the Commonwealth of Israel, 
the rights of the widow and the fatherless are 
particularly guarded, and the most awful penal- 
ties threatened to those who should dare to. vi- 
olate them. © Ye $hall not, said the Lord by 
Moses, aMict any widow, or fatherless child. it 
thou afflict them in anywise, and they cry at all 
unto me, I will Surely hear their cry ; and my 
wrath shall waz hot, and IT will kill you with 
the sword, and your wives shall be widows, and 
your children fatherless.”* It was also merci- 
tally provided, that in gathering in their harvest 
they should not go back after the forgotten sheaf, 


it was to be left for the stranger, the fatherless, 


L xodas xxii, 92, 24. 
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s 
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and the widow. The' same provision was made” 
with -> (4imr to their Olive-trees and their Vine 
yards.* | Y 
At a period less niibenicd than the pre- 
Sent, when men determined the moral characy 
ter of those around them, -by external events, 
we find Eliphaz most severely censuring his* 
friend Job. He saw the billows of adversity; 
breaking over him, and hence concluded that his 
pretended piety was mere hypocritical | dissimus; 
lation, and proceeded to charge ' him with a wh 
tal want of justice and humanity. * Thou ha 
not, said he, given water to the weary! to row! 
and thou hast withholden bread from the hun 
gry, Thou hast sent widows empty away} 
and the arms of the fatherless have been broken; 
Therefore snares are round about thee, a 
sudden fear troubleth thee.” Had these char ge? 7H 
been true, the conviction would have been rey 
$Sistible. But conscious-of his innogency, Jo 
Saw the arrows that were hurled at him fall 
pointless at his feet. It was indeed! a day & 
adyersity, but the envious clouds which "hace 
long hung over this good man's head, at length 
| Seemed to give Way. Rising from this depres- 
' sure of spirit, and assuming a holy Lonfidench 
he asserted his once happy and prosperous cok; 
dition. "Then said he, © when the car heat 
' me then it blessed me, and when the eye $ » 
| me, it gave witness'to me.” On what a-count Jo 


* Deuteronomy xxiv, I9, 21. 
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was this attention paid you ?” Because I dehver- 
ed the poor that cried, and the fatherless, and 
him that had none to help him. The blessing 
of him that was ready to perish came UP4d me ; 
and I caused the widow's heart to sing for joy.” * 
Happy man ! May thy heart never reproach thee. 


Job not only considered it as the height of 


impiety to wrong the widow and fatherless, but 
that he was also bound by: the ties of humanity 
and religion, to impart of the good things which 
God had given - him, to their comfort and $up- 
port. Henee we find him in a subsequent chap- 
ter, under a solemn sense of his accountability 
to God, appealing to his past conduct towards 


the poor and needy, in order to justify himself 


inst the cruel charges of his accusers. *© It, 
Said he, I have withheld the poor from his desire, 
or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail, 
or have eaten my morsel myself alone, and the 
fatherless hath not eaten thereof ; if I have seen 
any perish for want of clothing, or any poor 
without covering ; it his loins have not blessed 
me, and it he were not warmed with the fleece 
of my sheep. It I have lifted up my hand 
against the fatherless, when I saw my help in 
the gate ; then let mine arm fall from my shoul- 
derblade, and let my arm be broken from the 


bone.”F How 8weet and comforting is self-ap- 
probation. 


The wise son of David has given his tes- 


* Job, xxix, 12, 13, + Job xxxi, 16, 17, 19, 22. 
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timony in the most unequivocal manner with'; {A 
respect to that protection which Heaven affords 

t9 the helpless Orphan. © Remove not, Saith - z 
he, the antient landmark, (because their father is 
not alive to tell 'where it once stood) and enter | F p20 
not into the kelds of the fatherless : For their Re- :; 

deemer is mighty, he shall plead their cause_ 
with thee.”* Whoever attempts to wrong the. 
fatherless, will have to contest the point with 
the Redeemer of men ; and to settle the' con- 
troversy with the final Judge | of the world. 


Yes, the Great Redeemer, when he comes 
robed in judgment, will avenge their wrongs. 


Nor has the Religion of the Gospel left the. 
fatherless unprovided for. They are not only 
included generally among the poor that we 
have always with us, and to whom we may do * .- 

good when we will, but they are expressly men- 4 
tioned, as having a claim upon our charity, * 
* Pure religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father,is this, To visit the fatherless' and. wi- -- 
dows, in their affliction, and to keep himself Un : 
Spotted from the world.” 4 


Can a person possess pure religion and be 
yoid of compassion to the fatherless, and have 4 
no pity upon the, Orphan ? "Tis impossible ! ls | 
At least we may ask, How dwelleth the love of 5 
God in 8uch an heart 9 | o 


/'The $acred Scriptures not only farnioh* ; 
these, and other proots of a similar natyre 1 in de- + ? 
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#* Proverbs xxiii, 10, 11, | [£1 . 
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fence of the rights of the fatherless ; but they 
also record several instances of the special in- 
terposition of Heaven, towards children of this 
description : © When my father and my mother 
forsake me, the Lord shall take me up,” was 
the prophetic language of David. 'This was re- 
markably exemplified in the history of Moses. 
It is true he was not in a strict sense an Orphan. 
But by an unnatural edict, past by the tyranni- 
cal Court of Egypt, he was deprived of that pa- 
rental attention which his tender age requured, 
almost as effectually as if his parents had-been 
dead, His mother indeed found means to con- 
ceal him until he was three months old, but 


could not longer consistently with her own safe- 


ty. Pharoah had ordered every mail child that 
was found among the Hebrews to be thrown 
into the river. The mother of Moses there- 
fore contrived a little vessel of bulrushes, and 
after securing it in the best manner she could, 
committed her babe to- it, and had it placed 
among the flags on the margin of the Nile. 


Think a moment my dear friends ; reflect 


' ye tender parents on the situation of this little 


adventurer! An infant of three months old ex- 
posed on the waters of the faithless Nile. It is 
true his sister was placed at some distance, to 
See what would become of him ; but the slight- 
est breeze might have soon carried his little bark 
beyond the ken of observation ! Had the sleep- 
ing waves been permitted to have stirred, it had 
been instantly swallowed up! Or had the mon- 


$ters which inhabit the bed of the river, ey 
their voracious jaws, or but |even frisked thei 
forked tails, the basket, and its precious contents 
had been in the utmost jeopardy ! But thank: 
to \his preserving God, this vessel was nk 
in Heaven. The Ce had passed : « 7 wile. 
preserve him alive !” To borrow _ ger. 
of Hunter, Moses was then as safe among th 
flags, as when he was King in Jesharun, at, 
rounded by the thousands of Israel ! Moses wag 
as Safe when in his bulrush ark, [as in the 
Mount with God ! Moses was as $afe when 


floating at random over the waters of the Nile;, 
as he is now within the adamantine walls of the; 


New Jerusalem. But who! can describe they 
mixed emotions of grief and joy, which must.; 


have agitated the breast of the pious mother & 


How  exquisite must her sensations have been, 
we preparing this floating cradle, and resign= 


her lovely. Babe to be rocked by the rude< 
billows | What dreadful forebodings of danger z 


What fearful anticipations of distress, must have; 
wrung her tender soul | But it is good that WE, 
Should both hope, and quietly wait for |the salva-\ 
tion of the Lord.* If Heaven determined to® 


Save the life of Moses, the means to be employ-: I, 


< 


ed were easily obtained. Poe FER 
| 2: 


With an intention of bathing, an | Egyptian; 


Princess, the daughter of Pharoah, was at this- 
\time walking on the river's brink, nd happened> 
to espy the little vessel amang the fl bop: |. She? 


* Lam, iii, 21, | | 
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mstantly sent one of her maidens, who drew it 
from the water, and brought it to her. Anx- 
ious as we may suppose, to know the value of 
her prize, she began to uncover the ark. And 
what was her astomshment when she $aw the 
child ! And behold the Babe wept! In an in- 
Stant her soul was all. compasston ! Her heart 
was all tenderness! -Indeed a heart must be 
more than savage, that would not soften at the 
Sight of a weeping infant. 


Not the prejudices of national character, nor 
the stern decree of a tyrant Father, could influ- 
ence her to abandon the lovely babe. No, she 
embraced it with an affection, that bears every 
mark of sincerity : For nothing less could haye 
induced her to have adopted him into the royal 
family and treated him as her own son. He was 
nursed wholly at her expence, and his early ed- 
ucation conducted under her immediate inspec- 
tion. Amiable Princess ! Thy name shall be 
mentioned with respect wherever this deed 15 
made known. 


Thus did God in this mysterious way, pre» 
Serve alive a child, whose father and mother 
were compelled to forsake him. Little did Pha- 
roah's daughter know, that she was nursing up 
a child that should be the scourge of tyrants, and 
the deliverer of God's afflicted people. Whose 
name $should be as immortal as time. Yea, that 
Should outlive it ; for we are told that those 
victogious worthies who shall overcome every 


foe, ay finally ia on the sea of gl 
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their golden harps, shall sing the ne] Mow : | 


the servant of God, and the 8ong of the \Lamb.— 


piece of sacred history. 


What child was that, which OY pre- 
Served alive by a miracle during the famine in 
the days of Ahab ?—It was a poor fatherless 
child. The son of an afflicted widow of Sarep- 
ta. Such was her poverty and distress, when 
the Prophet was sent to her, that her only re- 
maining means of subsistance were a handful of 
meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a*cruse. | She 
had come to the ad conclusion, to prepare the 
scanty morsel, and for herself| and son-to par- 
take of it, and then both to die together. But 
God had determined not only to preserve. his 
Prophet, but the Child and Mother, alive. The 
barrel of meal therefore dtd not waste ; \nor| the 
cruse of oil fail, during the days of famine: 


But this was not the only miracle r=spect- 
ing this fatherless child. It came to pass after 


these things, that the child fell sick; and! his 


Sickness was $0 Sore that there vas no breath left 
in him.—The Prophet took the! child from his 


mother's bosom, all pale and lifeless, and carried 


him up into an upper loft where he abode, and 
laid him upon his own bed. But what could be 
done, the child was actually dead ? Medical 
$kill would have been urged |in vain. Nor 
could the means prescribed by the art of resus+ 
citation, if attempted, have afforded the least en- 
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But I must not dwell longer on this; pleading ? 
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couragement, One method only remained, 
which in the Prophet's view promised any ra- 
tional ground of success : And that was to pour 
forth his soul in supplications to the Father of 
Spirits. "This he instantly did. © And the Lord 


heard the voice of Eljah, and the $oul of the 


child came into him again, and he revived ; and 
he brought. him down and delivered-him to. his 
mother, and said, see thy $on liveth ”- "Thus 
twice by a miracle did God preserve alive this 
fatherless child. 


Listen a moment my friends, to the piteous 
tale of another distressed widow, in behalf of her 
fatherless children. I mean the woman who cried 
to the Prophet Elisha.* She seems to have been 
a widow of some distinction. Her husband was 
of the sons of the Prophet. But like many others 
of his brethren in every age, his lot was tobe poor. 
He died insolvent, and left little else to his wid- 
ow, than his debts and his children. But should 
any be ready to reply; © would not the appli- 
cation of a prudent economy have enabled her 
to have brought up her children, with decency, 
as many others have done, without calling upon 
the Prophet for assistance ?” Had the ordinary 
wants of a young dependant family been all, 
doubtless she might have struggled with them. 
But you have,not heard the whole story. Taz 
CREDITOR, Said She, 15 cont !, A creditor, who 
regards not the tears of the widow, nor the cries 
of the Orphan. | The sternness of Radamanthus 


- * 24 Kings, iy, 
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is depicted i in his countenance, and his heart i is 
as cold and unfeeling as the marble. His lan- 
guage is ; *pay me that thon! owest.? This. 
imperious demand, O man of| God, must be 
answered : And for the want of other p' roperty, 
he is determined to take these dear Z{ alc 
children, my two Sons, for bondmen! | 


'This artless, but very affecting na 


| ative; 
roused all the tender feelings of the Pr 


het.— 


Tell me, what hast thou in thine house ? 'The lit- 
tle property remaining to the family at this time, 


was a single| pot of oil! This, under the Pro- 


phet” s Throat, was miraculously increased to 
Such a quantity, as to enable the woman _ 
ourably to discharge the debt, and to SUPP 

with, a store for the future use of hers and 


children. Thus God not only PaFpi Fns 


alive, but preserved them from Slavery. 


We will only mention one jinstance more, and 
that Shall be taken from the New-Testament ; o 
from the history of our blessed Saviour. 


The day after Jesus had healed the Cen- 
turian's seryant, he went to the city of Nain. 


When he came nigh to the gate, he met a fu- 


neral procession, who were bearing away to the 


land of silence the remains of a young; person, 
cut down in the very morning of life; This 
lovely youth, was an only son.—And his mother 
was a widow. AfMliicted woman ! Het distres- 
| C 


C 


What $hall I do for thee, exclaimed Elisha.— 
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&d looks seemed to say, * Have pity upon me; 
have pity upon me, O ye my friends ; for. the 
hand of God hath touched me.” She had be- 
fore been called to drink of the bitter cup. 'The 
dear partner of her life had been taken from her 
and $he left a lonely widow ; and nvw. she 
must follow her only-son to the grave. By this 
untimely death her brightest expectations were 
all blasted, and her tallest hopes levelled with 
the dust. As $he trod the dreary path to the 
mansions of the dead, she reflected ; she wept. 
And when the Lord saw her he had compas- 
S10N on her ; and with an inimitable tenderness, 
Said to her, weep not. — And he came and touch- 
ed the bier, and they that sustained it stood till. 
When Jesus said to the liteless clay, © Young 
man, I say unto thee, arise ! And he that was 
dead sat up, and began to speak ; and he deliv- 
ered him alive to his Mother.” 


In the case before us we have exhibited an 
instance of the God-like power, and compassion- 
ate tenderness of the Lord Jesus. No voice 
less powerful than that, which shall at the last 
day, wake the entombed millions, could have 
re-animated this breathless corpse. And no 
compass1on less than that which said, /eave thy 
fatherless children, and 1 will preserve them alive, 
would have arrested the triumphs of death, and 
given back to a weeping mother, her only son. 


"Fhese few instances which have been thus 
briefly adduced, sufficiently show the goodness, 
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wrath, and faithfulness of God, rledget to his 
people | in the precious promise/in the text. 


I call it a precious promise ; a es it 
Seems particularly calculated for the support of 
a dying hour. Not a doubt can be entertaied, 
but many have derived unspeakable consolation 
from it, in that distressing moment, when all the 
tender solicitudes arising from domestic; endear- 
ment, were rushing like a torrent upon the tremb- 
ling, departing soul. | Ee 


That anxious concern for those dear pledg- 
es of their conjugal affection, which the God of 
nature has implanted in the breast of eyery 7 nap 
rent, clings to the very last. This fond a 
tion can only be subdued by the all conquering 
force of the Ang of Merons' 4 


Would you see this sentiment exetaplifbd, 
go with your pious Minister in $8ome of his walks 
among the sick and distressed. har 


Imagine for a moment, that he is called to. vi- 
Sit a dying man. | You attend him up the $teep 
winding stairs to s0me forlorn garret. On enter- 
ing the apartment, you behold -a fellow being 
struggling with the /ast enemy, and expecting & In 
a few moments to launch from the $hores of time, 
gpon the yast untried ocean of eternity. | He fix- 
es. his eyes upon the dear Servant of Christ, and 
with all the sglicitude of a dying man, ; thus ad- 
dresses him): * Q sir, I conclude my glass i is al- 
most run. |I cannot, I think, continue fe a few 


moments longer. | Can you zpeak any ! vords of 


\ 
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comfort to. me ?- I know that I have been a 
great sinner, but I hope-that God has given me 
repentance : Yet I have many doubts and fears 
lest I should be deceived. Religion never ap- 
peared 80 important to me as it does now. [I 
have hved, alas, too careless ; but cannot die 
without religion. I would give the world it it 
were. at my command, for an assurance of an in- 
terest in Christ. O that I could say in truth, 
T know that my Redeemer liveth. Do sir, pray 
for me, that God may have mercy upon my poor 
Sonl, and grant me his pardoning love, to fit me 
for my approaching change.” Prayers are offer- 
ed up for him—he faulters apace. At length 
he attempts again to speak, and thank his friend, 
and let him know, that he feels more composed. 
That he is now willing to give himseHF up into 
the hands of God his Saviour, and to rely whol-. 
Iy upon his mercy. He is again exhausted— 
and seems as if he were going without another 
Sigh. But the sobs of surrounding grief, once 
more arouse him from the stupor of death, and 
call off his attention, for a moment, from eternal 
things. He again opens his eyes, and beholds 
the dear partner of his life standing by him, 
Holding her little Babes by the hand. Undis- 
Sembled affection flows in her falling tears, and 
the deep pangs of grief, which no language can 
describe, heaves her afflicted hosom. 'The affect- 
ing scene arrests the last unbroken fibre which 
remains about the heart—he faints ! at length 
he revives a litttle, and in faultering accents is 


heard to'say, © Adien, my faithful lovin mate— 
my sweet babes, farewell.-—Poor things, niy 
heart bleeds for you—but I must leave YOU, 
God of mercy, to thy infinite \ grout I com- 


mend them. Hast thou not graciously said, 
Leave thy fatherless children, and I will, preserve 
them alrve, and let thy widows trust in me ?  Pre- 
cious words ! 'This promise, is indeed like a cor- 
dial to my departing Soul. I now die in peace,” 


| We may for a moment appeal to the reflec- 
tions of this solemn Assembly. ave not 
Some of us lain on the bed of languishment, ex- 


pecting, in all probability, that we should short- 


ly. leave our wives widows, and our (children 
fatherless ? What were our feelings in that dis- 
tressing hour ? Were not our childreh among 
the objects which most sensibly wrung our 
hearts ? I could leave the wortd in PEACE EX- 
claimed a dying mother, if it were fo 
poor children. But it breaks my rey eart to 
think, that they must be cast: triendles s yport 
the wide w orld, exposed not | only to all the 
temptations arising from natural propensities, 
but to all the seductions of art, Ye Powers Aa. 


: 


bove protect my innocent Babes / | 


If $such are the feelings of parents 0Y 
ever they think of leaving thei children father- 


less and Orphans; must it not he acknowledged, 
that among all the charities, which the liberal 
Soul of the Philanthropist has ever Gdevised, 
none has a higher claim to public patronage, thari 


the BosToN Fewmartre ASYLUM. 
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Tound no place. 


What more decided evidence can be given 
of the improved -state of society, than the in- 
crease of hberal and charitable institutions ?— 
Tried by this standard, and we believe Boston 


\ willnot be found second to any city in the Unit- 


ed States. 


The utility of these institutions has been 
fully proved, and sanctioned by experience.— 
But, my brethren, when you look over the long 
list of public institutions, can you find a charity 
more disinterested, more active, or more beneh- 
cial to the children of distress, than the one 
whose anniversary we this day celebrate? It is 
believed, it would not suffer in a fair comparison 
with any. It it be a virtue to listen to the calls 
of humanity ; to afford relief to the innocent 
sufferer ; to snatch from ruin the child of mis- 
fortune ; to place in circumstances of comfort 
the little houseless wanderer ; we must con- 


_ clude that all who are the friends of virtue, 


must be the friends of this institution. 


Philanthrophy, has long since devised means, 
for the partial relief of bereaved families, of cer- 
tain descriptions ; for preserving the life of the 
Shipwrecked mariner, when thrown upon the 
inhospitable beach ; for assisting such as have 
been driven by the fury of the conflagrating el- 
ments, naked into the streets ; but all this while, 
the feeble cries of the fetnale Orphan, were 
unheeded. Among the numerous complaints 
which alled the catalogue of human wo, theirs 


; | 


/ 


the commencement of the nineteenth century. 
And the honour of devising the' plan, a laying 
the foundation of this infant, | but flo rishi 
popular institution, was reserved for Jus! ur 
much respected sisters. 


The Ladies composing the Board of Man- 
agers, will therefore please to |receive pur isin- 
cere congratulations, for the success which has 
attended them in| the whole of this nqvel 'un- 


dertaking. No doubts can be entertained, but | 


that under the same enlightened policy which 
has hitherto directed the concerns of the Socie- 
ty, it will become more eminently and extensIve- 
ly useful. "They merit, and they receive, our 
entire confidence and esteem. We engage them 
not only our best wishes, but every othe| aSSISt- 
ance in our power, to help them forward in this 
good work. And though their names| should 
not be engraven on imperishable marble, we 
trust | they will be indelibly impressed| on the 


hearts of these little Orphans ; and recyllected. 


with gratitude, by succeeding generations. | 


But I had like to have torgotten that $0me 
of the Ladies had expressed a modest wish, not 
to|be particularly complimented on the ogcasion. 
If I have erred, I am persuaded they will for- 
give me, when I assure them, that these are the 
Spontaneous effusions of a heart, that sut cerely 

wishes them success. And that this institution 
w! ich has been founded by their wisdom and 


'This benevolent work was to diddinguiets 
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benevolence, may continue to bless the helpless 
Orphan, to the latest period of time. 


The Ladies which compose the Society at 
large, will receive our unfeigned thanks, for 
the continuance of their names, and their $ub- 
Scriptions ; together with all their other friendly 
attentions to the Institution. May they never 
be weary in well-doing. 

Respected Sisters : The speaker begs you 
to indulge him in ane request, Numerous as 
the Subscribers to this charity already are, it 
would be highly desirable to have them increas- 
ed. Will you be $0 good as to mention to your 
wealthy friends, what pleasure it affords you, to 
See these little creatures so neat and so happy ; 
and just hint to them the satisfaction they might 
derive, from becoming Subscribers. It is only 
300 cents a year ! Less than one cent a day. 
Who would grudge such a trifling sum, if by 
giving it, they may be happily instrumental of 
rescuing from poverty and wretchedness, from 
ignorance and vice, such dear orphan children, 
as are left friendless. 


'The neatness and health of the children of 
the Asylum, as well as the improvement, they 
discover in all the branches of instruction al- 
lotted them, gives ample proof of the ability and 
attention of the Governess. Her task though 
pteasing, must be arduous. May s$he reap a 
full reward; and long enjoy the entire approba- 
. tion of all the friends of this charity. 


admitted into the Asylum, but two have; died 
since the establishment. Ir is believed that no 
Section of the town, containing the same nu 


same period. For this remarkable preserv4 tion 
we render praises to the God of our mercies. - 


Our grateful acknowledgments also are ten- 
dered to the Physician,* who has gratuitous- 
ly attended them for $everal years past, not on- | 
ly under their frequent, ordinary complaints, 


but has generously carried them through! the 
Vaccine operation. May the blessing of health, 
which his exertions have so much cofitribated 
to promote among the objects of this charity, 
be ahundantly enjoyed oW him and his for yFars 
to come. | 


'This respectable FJ will permit mes. 
in closing this discourse, to call their attention 


to the immediate object of the present meeting. 


We have already said, that faft y-four children 
at different periods have been received into| the. 
Asylum. Twenty have been remoyed and plac- 
ed in respectable families. Thirty- 
Supported by the establishment., Three ot 


ceived; as S00n as any vacancies permit. | 


* Dr, UpcXwon. 
£8! D 


God has remarkably preserved these Athe er- 
les childrenalive. Out of fifty-four that have beer 
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are boarded i in the Asylum, by the benevolence 
of particular Ladies ; these are waiting to be re-| 
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. The Subscriptions for four years past, 
have fallen greatly short of discharging the an- 
nual expences. What can be done? Must the 
number. of recipients be reduced ? We cannot 
think of that; Fo the frequent applications that 
are made, render it particularly desirable, that 
the number should be y increased. It 
only requires, my friends, a little exertion, and 
we $Shall enable the Managers to meet, without 
difficulty, these increasing expences. 


Several methods might be suggested to. aid 
the funds of the institution. No doubt some 
gentlemen here present, or perhaps some weal- 
thy widows, have determined to make handsome 
donations to this institution some time or other. 
But how often good intentions are delayed until 
it 1s t60 late? Such will permit me to remind 
them, of that cautionary aphorism of Solomon : 
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might ; for there is no work nor device 
in the grave whether thou goest. 


There are others undoubtedly who intend 
to become Subscribers ;—but have hitherto neg- 
lected. TI pledge myself, that the Secretary 
wilt be gratified at any time to wait on you and 
receive your names. 'You need not hesitate— 
they wilt be enroltet with honourable company, 
and EF know of no way that you could appropri- 
ate the small sum, necessary to make you a 
member, to better adyantage. 


But should these methods appear too tar- 


dy ; another, and perhaps a more eligible one is 
at hand.—That is, this day to give them a! gene- 
* rous contribution, Today if you hear his voice,” 
saying, It is more blessed to give than to receive, 
« harden not your hearts.” I was looking over 
the Assembly and calculating that there are prob- 
ably 1500 persons present. Should you give only 
50 cents apiece. we should raise for the Sbciety 
750 dollars. And should some not feel able to 


give more than half that sum, we have no doubt , 


but the deficiency will much more than be made 
up by the wealthy, in that descriptiorr of | Bills, 
which we count 10 or 20 to the 100. I am sen- 
Sible that many persons are more governed by 
the feelings of the moment, in bestowing| their 
charity, than by a sense of duty. If such com« 
pose a part of my audience to day, I wish| them 
the same felicity enjoyed by an English gentle- 
man,. who, it is said, always acted upon this 
principle. It is obseryed that when he attended 
on charitable occasions, he always furnished 
his pockets accordingly : Putting small change 
in one, crowns in another, and gold in a |third. 
If his feelings were but little moyed, he would 
give a few pence only ; if wrought to ajhigh- 


er pitch, a crown or two ; if quite wrought up, 


frequently a guinea, or more. [But on |hear- 
ing the celebrated Whitefield upon such an/occa- 
Sion, his feelings were $0 completely carried a- 
way with the subject, that he entirely forgot 
himself, and emptied all his pockets. | _ 


© 


> 6 '£.Þ <3 - Hl tos 
AY i 
% De. b Ps 


v6 


CE 


[1 - N mo 
fox AS Ex 
4 þ ; « = 


Me” 


sf $0 OR 


"4 "WLREE a ” 


>. 


>” ooo at 5 att HABEAS þ 
_ y SPS Pu WEE, i? 


om -»>, TOY oo 


ti, 


% 
EORAS. 


E 
ll 


wy 


. 
Bs FE de, 6 


——- %. . 


7 PLIES, rt. 
$4 4 '% No 


> ce. 42,1 


Þ 44 
__ . 


F ” 3. WY 
4 


. - o vw £8 
"AW: 
_ _ 


2a —% aide. volt 8 
$1” Gre. & HATE 


The $peaker has no pretention_ to the elo- 
quence of a Whiteheld, but he has this advan, 

in favour of his plea, that the objects for 
whom he solicits your benificence, are before 
you. Did you ever see more mteresting' coun- 
tenances. You cannot ;surely retuse .to ass1st 
them. | 

These deaf little children, whose fathers 
and mothers are dead, ' present themselves be- 
fore you as suppliants, not' only for themsefves, 
but for others of the same description. "Though 
Silent, they till address you in the 1mpressive lan- 
guage of the Prophet, Je are Orphans and fa- 
therless. | 


When your sun is about 'to set, and the 
Shadows of the evening begin to lengthen over 
your heads.—When conscience shall demand a 
Solemn retrospect of. your. past life ; will it not 
afford you more: solid satisfaction, to be able to 
reflect on having been happily insuumental in 
Snatching from the abodes of vice and wretched- 
ness, one tattered orphan, than the Epicure can 


derive from all the pleasures of a sinful dissipa- 
ted life. 


To teed the hungry, and clothe the naked : 
To visit the fatherless and widows in their aMlic- 
tion, not only affords, present satisfaction, but if 
done from proper motives, will not go-unrewarded 
at the last day. 


May God, of his infinite merey grant, that we 
may all possess that heavenly Charity, which is 
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our bodies to be burned, it would profit us yo_ 
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connected with faith and hope, withou which, its 
we should give all our goods to feed the poor, andy, 


